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IMMEDIATELY

THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA
ENTERS THE SPACE AGE

MISSOULA-University of Montana radio station KUFM, which serves all western Montana,
will become the first station in the state able to receive network transmissions
by satellite when its newly installed satellite receiver dish becomes operational
in September or OctoberThe device is located on the southeast corner of the campus, near the Science
Complex and within 1,000 feet of KUFM, which is in the Uournalism Building.
Since the dish only receives microwave transmissions and does not send them,
it presents no hazard to health, and it will not interfere with chemistry or
physics experiments going on in nearby buildings, according to Thomas McGinley,
chief engineer and technical director of KUFM,
The cost of the $28,000 dish was borne by the Corporation for Public Broad
casting (CPB), which operates the Public Broadcasting System (PBS) television
network and the National Public Radio (NPR) network-

The only expense for the

University will be about $300 for providing AC power to the site.
The connection will be made this fall by a team from Rockwell International,
a Dallas, Tex., firm contracted by CPB to install receiver dishes throughout the
NPR network.

The entire network will be converted to satellite transmission by

next year, McGinley said.
Acting as an electronic sponge, the receiver dish will pick up microwave
transmissions from the Westar satellite, leased by CPB from Western Union.

The

dish can receive a number of channels but, because KUFM is an NPR affiliate, an
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electronic box attached to the dish will select just the four NPR channels.
The only use of the dish now will be to receive the NPR channels, but it
has the potential for other uses, according to McGinley.

For example, he said,

in the future it could receive information sent from government and educational
agencies that would be useful to the UM library and academic departments.
When all the NPR stations have receiving dishes, KUFM will be able to
get programs directly from such cities as Seattle, Portland and Denver as
well as from the network headquarters in Washington, D. C.
Because the use of satellite rather than terrestrial, or land-line,
transmission results in long-term cost savings and vastly better sound quality,
he predicts that within 20 years all the networks will be using satellite
transmission.
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